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Busch, Noel 
Adlai Stevenson Illinois: Portrait 
Farrar, Straus Young. June 20, 1952. 233p. $3.75. 


Politics seems the process establishing itself 
tradition the Stevenson family. Adlai Steven- 
son served two terms Congress and then became 
Assistant Postmaster General the first Cleveland 
Administration. acquired some notoriety 
spoilsman dismissing 40,000 Republican postmasters 
from the Federal payroll (he was known “The 
Headsman”). 1893, became the twenty-third 
Vice-President the United States and presided for 
four years over the Senate gaining considerable distinc- 
tion. His son Lewis Stevenson was somewhat less suc- 
cessful. After working for the Hearst mining and news- 
paper interests, entered politics. Although his at- 
tempt 1998 seat himself the Governor’s mansion 
failed, aid become Secretary State Illinois 
1914 and later years played minor roles na- 
tional Democratic politics. His son, Adlai Steven- 
son II, established himself Springfield 1948. Mr. 
Busch’s book attempt supply some information 
about him and contribute the current Stevenson- 
for-President boom. 


Stevenson’s early education was obtained schools 
near his native Bloomington. Later attended 
Choate School Connecticut. Entering Princeton 
1918, eventually became managing editor the col- 
lege newspaper the Daily Princetonian and acquired 
something reputation campus politician. 
Neither here nor during two year career Harvard 
Law School did distinguish himself studies. 
1924 left Cambridge and worked briefly family- 
owned newspaper, the Bloomington Pantagraph. Ap- 
parently the experiment wasn’t overly happy one, 
for find him resuming again very shortly. 
1926 received LL.B. from Northwestern Univer- 
sity and entered conservative firm Chicago busi- 
ness lawyers. There remained until 1933 when, 
the urging his father’s friend George Peek (then 
high the Roosevelt Administration), became 
“special counsel” the A.A.A. “His duties were 
those sort nation-wide county agent. toured 
the country holding hearings and advising regional 
groups farmers, ranchers, orchardists and dairymen 
how utilize the Act. Then returned Washing- 
ton try work out marketing agreements based 
given him farmers.” 1934, Stevenson 
transferred the Federal Alcohol Control Commission 
where spent eight months handling the legal prob- 
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lems created the abrupt repeal Prohibition. 
the autumn rejoined his law firm and returned 
Washington only 1941. During the latter half 
the 1930’s took great interest the Chicago Coun- 
cil Foreign Relations and came its President. 
His work the Council brought him into contact with 
Col. Frank Knox who became his firm friend. June, 
1940, Stevenson was chosen Chicago Chairman 
William Allen White’s Committee Defend America 
Aiding the Allies. Mr. Busch’s words, “be- 
came municipal Trojan Horse 
the prime citadel 


The next summer, Col. Knox summoned Stevenson 
Washington his assistant. carried out various 
special assignments for the Secretary the Navy until 
Knox’s death April, 1944. the spring 1945, 
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Archibald MacLeish got him assigned the State De- 
partment. served press officer the San Fran- 
cisco Conference which established the United Nations 
and spent the subsequent months charge prepara- 
tions for the first meeting the General Assembly 
January, 1946. Later Stevenson was offered either the 
Embassy Rio Janeiro Buenos Aires. one 
point, Mr. Busch has it, was offered the post 


Secretary State. declined all these offers 


(for financial reasons apparently) and contented him- 
self simply with being alternate delegate the 
second and third sessions the General Assembly 


1946 and 1947. 


was former Secretary State Byrnes who was re- 
sponsible initially for launching Stevenson’s political 
career. luncheon Washington July, 1947, 
Byrnes commended him Col. Jacob Arvey, the Chi- 
cago political leader. Impressed, Arvey arranged 
number interviews with Stevenson, became con- 
vinced his potentialities and 1948 secured his 
nomination the Democratic Gubernatorial candidate. 
Exposes the corruption the Republican regime 
Governor Dwight Green were helpful winning for 
Stevenson 572,000 vote majority the November, 
1948, election (Pres. Truman defeated Mr. Dewey 
only 34,000 votes Illinois). 


Governor, Stevenson has extended the merit sys- 
tem, introduced economies, yet increased state aid 
local education and directed vast highway improve- 
ment program. has acquired reputation 
executive with marked talent for administration. His 
policies and viewpoints have found sympathetic re- 
action among the 


Such the essence Mr. Busch’s narrative. addi- 
tion readers will find some Time style pages Mr. 
Stevenson’s personality and personal history. There 
are also some hundred pages political documents 
magazine articles, veto messages, speeches 
views. One has the impression that they are slightly 
superior the general run such things. 


Richard Grigg, 
History Department, 
King’s College, 
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 


LITERARY GUILD—AUGUST SELECTION 


Costain, Thomas The Silver Chalice 
Doubleday. July 25, 1952. 533p. $3.85. 


the eleventh and twelfth centuries there began 
appear Europe series ballads and romances, 
mostly legendary but with some basis the apocryphal 
gospel Nicodemus, interwoven the mystery the 
East and the chivalric romanticism the Celt and cul- 
minating what today know, via Malory and 
Tennyson, the legend the Holy Grail, supposedly 
the cup used Our Lord the Last Supper. the 
Metropolitan Museum New York displayed 
chalice with carved representations Peter, Paul, John, 
Mark, Luke, James, etc., first century workmanship, 
discovered the Antioch region and possibly reputed 
the Grail. the earlier days his career Thomas 
Costain became interested the story Simon Magus, 
the Titus Oates the first century. Eventually the 
stories the chalice and Simon wove themselves to- 


Costain 


gether into single historical novel and hence The 


Silver Chalice. 


Ambrose, son Theron the pen-maker and dreamy 
lad who carved wood modeled clay, was 
adopted Ignatius the merchant, Antioch. The 
adoption was formal and all the legalistic minutiae 
were fulfilled. From hence the boy was named 
When Ignatius died suddenly, leaving Basil without 
knowledge the business, his brother Linus influenced 
the witnesses the adoption testify falsely and 
acquired the business together with Basil 
Sold silversmith, Basil became expert craftsman, 
His freedom purchased Luke the Evangelist, 
was sent Joseph Arimathea Jerusalem. There 
was given the task fashioning chalice casing 
which the plain silver cup used the Last Supper 
could suitably enclosed. Joseph was the custodian 
the cup well treasurer the early Christian 
church and felt death approaching wished 
turn the cup over the “princes” the church. Basil 
was make representations the available Apostles 
clustered about bust Our Lord. 


Beginning his work, Basil found himself the unwitting 
center maelstrom Zealots, Jewish priests and 
others who wished seize and destroy the cup and 
thereby remove from the scene the chief sysmbol the 
new religion. Allied with them was Simon Magus, the 
magician whose tricks, misrepresented miracles, were 
discredit the works Luke, Joseph 
and his granddaughter Deborra keep the cup secreted 
while Basil models heads Luke, Paul, James and 
Jude. After Joseph’s death the three escape Antioch 
where the cup hidden. Basil goes Ephesus and 
models John and thence Rome where unwittingly 
models Peter and Mark. 


order escape, Basil and Deborra have contracted 
marriage form. Although she loves him still 
attracted the Greek slave girl Helena, assistant 
Simon Magus. Basil admires Christianity but has never 
professed the faith mainly because, artist, 
needs some emotional stiraulus. 


Rome, Helena brings Basil Nero’s attention and 
kept the imperial palace initiate new art 
form with Nero the patron. Nero becoming 
alarmed about the spread Christianity and Tigellinus 
urging him into violent action. Simon also under 
Nero’s patronage with his “miracles” designed 
weaken the Christian position. Basil realizes 
that not attracted Helena she denounced him 
Christian Imperial banquet just after she has 
denounced fresh young dancer who admits her 
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bravely. Her action furnishes the emotional 
stimulus which Basil needs and affirms his belief 
Christ. escapes and then has vision Christ 
the Last Supper, the last head needed for his chalice. 


Basil and Deborra are reunited Antioch where 
finishes the chalice and recovers his original estates 
order free the slaves. The finished chalice, dis- 
play for Christians and containing the silver cup 
stolen zealots the story ends with the prediction 
that may some day recovered when men will 
again need symbol. 


Costain has always been noted for telling smooth ad- 
background. Neither the veracity nor the verisimili- 
tude his history are questionable but seems 
neglect some extent, the broader sweep trends 
and events concentrate upon the details daily life. 
The Silver Chalice action somewhat subordinated 
feeling, emotion and conviction, though all strike 
this reviewer being rather superficial. There 
slight tinge Protestant thought, especially 
gard miracles where the power the individual 
seems somewhat overemphasized. The elements 
church history and the persons concerned are han- 
dled with restraint.and there little which objection 
could made. general, the book suitable for 
adult readers. 


Smith, Evelyn Lost Hill 


Dutton. July 18, 1952. 249p. $3.00. 

Against the background the forsaken Yorkshire 
moors this story unfolds. the story young 
widow, Jenny, whose bitter memories her husband 
seem doom her lonely and aimless life. and 
despondent, she unable cope even with the veiled 
insolences her servants. One these, Iris, with 
her voracious appetite for men, especially difficult. 


Life for Jenny takes new interest when Welsh 
Gypsy, Gethin name, halts his cart her land, for 
with him has sick child, Clem, whose natural 
father has come find. suspects Major 
Tod Shaw, neighbor Jenny’s, who love with 
her. Jenny nurses Clem back health. She focuses 
all her love and attention the child and necessary 


Smith 


Tucker 


does Clem become her happiness that faced with the 
prospect losing him she considers marrying Gethin 
and having him remain Lost Hill. This Gethin does 
not do. His roving life with place for 
Jenny and therefore decides relinquish Clem. 
But Jenny’s happiness short-lived for immediately the 
child turns against her. wants with Gethin. 
And Jenny, realizing that she can not force the love 
the child gives him back. 


Major Tod Shaw, meanwhile has established beyond 
doubt that Clem not his child and almost sorry 
that for feels that were able claim Clem 
his own Jenny might consent become his wife. 
Jenny, however, alone Lost Hill, realizes Shaw’s 
goodness and steadfastness and they plan face 
life together. 


The book has some good descriptive passages and one 
two gripping scenes. One, especially, forcefully 
ironic and tragic, though involves minor characters. 
Iris, the servant girl, seeking possess riches that 
she may free herself from the drudgery Lost Hill 
and perhaps induce Gethin ask her away with 
him, searches frantically for the gold she knows the 
old cook has hidden away. She fails find and 
desperate anger when she comes the last box the 
room she hurls savagely into the fire unaware that 
the money was concealed there. Em’s life-savings are 
gone and with them all her hopes and plans. 


the whole the book provides 
several hours pleasant light reading with little 
better than run-of-the-mill characterizations and situ- 
ations. 
Rose Belvedere, 
Brooklyn, New York 


Tucker, Lael 


Random House. 


Lament for Four Virgins 
July 14, 1952. 368p. $3.50. 
Andalusia, Georgia, was always hot the summertime. 
seemed especially hot the summer 1927 
handsome Mark Barbee, the young Episcopalian clergy- 
man, for the ladies the town had him squarely 
the middle their matrimonial griddle. was, the 
ladies thanked Providence, blessedly unmarried. the 
addled little heads four particularly well-born young 
mentioned the the calcu- 
lating and implacable minds their mothers, was 
the rightful and inevitable property one them. 
was the most eligible man town, and was not 
Barbee was not enthusiastic about getting married. 


With this situation point departure, Lael Tucker, 
herself Southerner and veteran Episcopal rec- 
tories throughout the South (her father was minister), 
proceeds draw for perceptive and gently satirical 
picture “nice society” Georgia small town. The 
town matriarchs (women wealth and ante-bellum 
lineage); their likeable, occasionally intelligent, and 
always long-suffering husbands; their sweet, attractive, 
almost unbelievably empty-headed daughters; their af- 
fectionately mistreated colored servants; the Protestant 
church and the minister—these are the main elements 
the picture. Over all atmosphere aimless- 
ness and gentle lassitude. 
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Oursler Winslow 


This fair summary the first third the book, 
far the best part it, the reviewer’s judgment. 
The remaining two sections seem, for all practical pur- 
poses, separate short novels about the same scene 
and most the same people but dealing with different 
themes. Part II, dated 1931, devoted chiefly 
account how one the town’s women wealth 
(mother one the four girls) made successful war 
upon the new Barbee had long since 
had made the mistake having mind 
his own. Part dated 1947, shows the long-belated 
marriage another the girls, now forty years old, 
her long-time lover, the honeymoon 
attempt that nearly results fatal 
shooting. The book ends with the deathbed scene 
ancient colored woman the town, woman with 
more inherent dignity than most her white mistresses. 


Please not misunderstand. This not good book: 
has too many faults. lacks unity theme. con- 
tains couple amorous episodes which seem purely 
derivative and which should have been omitted alto- 
gether. somewhat pretentious and self-conscious. 
But is, far the present reviewer aware, first 
novel—and such entitled some allowances. 
any case, when Miss Tucker forgoes “literary” attitudes, 
and devotes herself telling what she knows about 
people (especially Southern people) she impressive 
indeed. Let hope she will the future. 


Herzer, 
Loyola College, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Oursler, Will and Smith, Laurence Dwight 
Narcotics: America’s Peril 
Doubleday. July 10, 1952. 284p. $3.50. 


This book although not advertised such world 
history narcotics, their use and abuse. The authors 
have drawn from wide source official documents 
and they have buttressed their statements with 
cations various types. 


The book shows the use drugs Egypt thousands 
years before Christ and its spread through the Mid- 
dle East and Asia. nation seems have escaped 
contact, either user supplier. The Venetians 
moved into the dope traffic with the dawn the 
Renaissance. They lost this leadership the Portu- 
guese who turn were ousted the Dutch. 


Curiously enough, until Sir Walter Raleigh introduced 
American smoking tobacco England, opium was 


taken pill form orally. The Dutch improved 
tobacco smoking blending tobacco and opium for 
use Formosa and China within short time the 
tobacco was dropped from the mixture and the opium 
was used unblended. Immediately, nations began 
fight for ways gaining control this vast new mar- 
ket. Although mainly grown India, China, Persia, 
Turkey and the Balkans, all the other nations wanted 
get into the selling end. The countless millions 
dollars involved this traffic resulted wars, con- 
quests nations and the degradation millions 
Chinese and other Oriental peoples. 


The picture that painted not pretty one. 
one human greed, avarice, contempt for human life, 
and diplomatic hypocrisy high levels. Attempts 


international control through the League Nations 
were circumvented and side-tracked for years 
ernments anxious preserve their economic interests 
this degrading traffic. its credit the United 
States was the vanguard those nations earnestly 
seeking adequate controls the production and 
tribution drugs. 


The authors discuss the much disputed action 
Governor Dewey New York releasing Lucky 
Luciano from prison gubernatorial pardon with the 
condition that deported Italy. Ten years 
viously Dewey, then District Attorney, 
Lucky Dannemora for term from years, 


The authors claim that the change heart was the 
result four year campaign the underworld 
“spring” Lucky, claims that could help the war 
effort his connections Sicily and the New York 
waterfront. Underworld characters began giving “tips” 
Commander Charles Hoffenden, then Naval 
telligence officer for the New York area. The value 
these tips has never been disclosed, although one 
cotics Bureau official has declared, “We not know 
and not believe that Luciano ever produced 
scintilla for the war effort”. Despite this, Hoffenden 
wrote letter Dewey stating that Luciano had 
formed “great service” for our war effort. 
ly, Lucky was deported 1946, only turn the 
same old stand Italy where controls the European 
drug market. 


The book covers the methods used addicts 
taining the drugs, methods used 


smuggling and sale and the efforts the U.N. 


national control. There interesting chapter de- 
voted the treatment procedure used addicts 
the Public Health Service Hospital Lexington, 
Kentucky. Here more than 500 hospital personnel 
provide care and treatment for over 6,000 patients an- 
nually. 


The attention millions American citizens has been 
drawn the problem narcotics addiction among 
agers. This book, does nothing else, will serve 
show that the problem not one recent 


finds its beginning before recorded time. Because 
its long standing and widespread use, can not 
eradicated over night. 
alone will the basic ingredients victory, this 
one area where blitzkreig tactics will avail. 


Recommended for adults. 


John Baldi, 

Chairman, Department Social 
Sciences, 

University Scranton 


Winslow, Ola Elizabeth 


Meetinghouse Hill: 1630-1783 


Goodwife Randall Newbury, Massachusetts, did not 


like the seat assigned her the meetinghouse and pro 


tested sitting the aisle and obstructing 
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When the selectmen assigned her different seat, the 
goodwife decided she wanted the old one after all and 
endeavored crowd into it. The pew door was there- 
upon shut against her, but she climbed over it, 
operation neither easy nor edifying the door was 
almost five feet high. Admonished for disorderly con- 
duct, Sister Randall obdurately showered the officials 
with abuse. That was 1667, and loose way 
typifies the stormy history the New England meet- 
inghouses, presented Pulitzer Prize winner Ola 
Elizabeth Winslow, her latest work. 


could hardly have been otherwise, for those who 
established the meetinghouse the rallying place 
the new settlements were themselves bold and intrac- 
table dissenters from church (and state) England. 
Once gathered the meetinghouse the new land, 
the settlers disputed matters all sorts, trivial and im- 
portant. They differed the necessity equipping 
the meetinghouse with bell, the deaf being reluctant 
pay tax for sounding instrument they could not 
hear; turn, those suffering impediment hearing, 
argued against the building “deaf-pue” placed 
near the minister’s station, though one wonders why 
such arrangement was considered necessary, since 
the meetinghouses were small and the ministers the 
deep-lunged school. Where set the meetinghouse 

was common source contention, and when the 
growth the town made change the location de- 
sirable, the quarrel began all over again. Sometimes 
led subversive action, Hopkinton, New Hamp- 
shire, where one faction went far that committee 
was appointed “to find out who Sot the meeting hous 
fire” (p. 130). John Tufts, young stu- 
dent, threw the congregations into discord 1715 when 
introduced new method psalmody. Advocates 
the “Old Way” which permitted flourishes accord- 
ing one’s own vocal talents and the inspiration the 
moment with “Slidings and Purrings, raisings and lower- 
would have none Mr. Tuft’s re- 
garding its regularity invasion personal free- 


dom (p. 152). 


The wars the godly broke out earnest the 
when George Whitefield and other revival preachers 
put motion their “Gales Heavenly Wind”. The 
learned men who had been the first preachers the 
meetinghouses had set tradition scholarship 
that was strange variance with the primitive villages 
which they held forth. Now the Separate teachers, 
the new group were called, attacked the patterned 
sermonizing the older group, and set the congrega- 
tions sixes and sevens. The newcomers substituted 
warmth and zeal for formal training, and they became 
models for the frontier parsons later years: men from 
the ranks, uneducated, devoted one book, and pos- 
sessed easy flow words. Only after public 
condemnations and counter-condemnations, bitier an- 
guish for individual souls caught the controversy, 
and the splintering many congregations, did the 
quarrel simmer down. 

But there much more than division and quarreling 
Miss Winslow’s well-documented book. Her research 
into old records has brought light many interesting 
side-lights. The earliest colonists did not look kindly 
democracy (pp. 36, 80), although the time the 
Revolution was hand their descendants were ardent 


Palmer 


republicans. The meetinghouse was the voting hall 
well the place religious worship the first years, 
and only gradually did the idea that the state should 
not too intimately connected with the church estab- 
lish itself. Some the sermons and diaries provide 
material which makes modern declarations and warn- 
ings sound like history repeating itself. Thus Simeon 
Howard 1780 writes that America “will 
asylum for the oppressed and persecuted every coun- 
try; her example and success will encourage the friends, 
and rouse spirit liberty thro’ other 
Our contest not meerly for our own families, friends, 
and posterity; but for the rights humanity” (p. 283). 
1783, almost every sermon cautioned the hearers 
the mounting public debt, increasing dependence 
government, and the dangers quick demobilization 


(p. 301). 


this not notable portion the history America 
miniature, record one the country’s most 
individualistic sections. The book well written, and 
will repay reading. 
Dennis McCarthy, O.P., 
Chairman, Department English, 
Providence College, 
Providence, Rhode Island 


Palmer, Cecil The British Socalist State 
Caxton Printers, Ltd., Caldwell, Idaho. July 1952. 618p. 
$6.00. 

The late Cecil Palmer has penned scathing attack 
upon British socialism, combined with panegyric 
individualism and free enterprise. The tone one 
unremitting attack, enlivened with flashes wit and 
humor. The author could see good any the 
major experiments the British Labor Party. must 
thrown out, lock, stock, and barrel, Britain 
regain its freedom. 


There quarter offered asked this book. The 
author takes account the past failures British 
capitalism. His main criticism capitalism stems from 
its unwillingness fight back (p. 23). Nor the dis- 
ruptions the British economy, caused the war and 
loss empire and investments, seem matter. 
does not consider the tremendous disruptions world 
trade and the rise new and more efficient competitors 
for world markets. Socialist bureaucracy the devil 
and must exorcized. 


The detailed indictment convincing attack upon 
bureaucratic control industry and the professions. 
notes how visiting African saved time sending 
home get broken glasses replaced (p. 197). was 
quicker than using the public health service. cites 
maddening examples controls and regulations (chap- 
ters and 5). attacks the political orientation 
British unionism (chapter 4), preferring our own John 
Lewis (p. 33). hints that labor may soon feel 
the lash conscription (p. 543). 


The author’s conclusions are largely negative. the 
socialists and what left their program are thrown 
out, then Britain may revive. America might help, but 
only rejecting our own trends toward welfare state 
(p. 598). The author knows the United States, but 
leans toward such reactionary groups the American 


100 


Economic Foundation and the National Economic 
Council. 


reader wishes facts document the excesses 
socialism and extreme state control economic life, 
will find them this book. The author has gathered 
his facts with ability and reasonable fairness. But 
appraisal the British experiment, the book lacks bal- 
ance and objectivity. One can hardly assume that the 
Labor Party’s program was imported intact from the 
nether regions. There were historical reasons why the 
chose the Labor Party and may yet bring 
back. 


The author might have made stronger case citing 
the postwar experiences the relatively free economies 
Belgium and Germany. the continent, least, 
the nations with the fewest controls were first re- 
cover and prosper. The present book too negative 
convince. reminiscent the all-out attacks upon 
our New Deal during the 1930’s. Freedom needs its 
defenders, but they must not confuse liberty with 


anarchy. 
Rev. John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 


Miller, Helen The Proud Young Thing 
Appleton-Century-Crofts. June 1952. 310p. $3.00. 


Historical events centered mainly Charlestown and 
resulting finally the demand representative 
group the people South Carolina for severance 
from the rule the absentee English Lords Proprietors 
provide backgrcund for Mrs. Miller’s novel. The 
air was taut with tension. From the high seas blew the 
danger Spanish invasion piracy against unde- 
fended coast and the forests beyond the main clear- 
ings lurked the threat Indian ambush. 
stranger was suspect. 

itself, the story frail one with number loose 
ends held together rather insecurely much-con- 
trived main plot. What lacking depth balanced 
some extent the author’s sense history she 
unfolds plausible though unexciting explanation 
the latent discontent that existed between the popula- 
tion the Colony and the Landlords under the Crown. 


escape from imprisonment the pirate ship 
Paul Ledou, English Dirk Edmonds’ first act was 
assist Harriott Clayton the secret burial the body 
Carlos Ramorez. Harriott’s father, Monty Clayton, 
and her unwelcome admirer, Philip Devereaux, had 
arranged the hanging Ramorez Spanish spy. 
Afterwards, Edmonds made his way stealth 
Charlestown. Deeds derring-do route earned 
him the patronage Miss Abbie Bradfield, 
perous spinster the town, and the devotion her 
ambitious niece Imogene. Edmonds’ efforts establish 
himself business introduce him the political stale- 
mate existing the Province and involve him the 
revolutionary movement overthrow the Lords. 
Indian which the Wilkinson family was 
savagely killed inspires Edmonds join the militia 
avenge the deaths people who had kindly sheltered 
him his first flight from Ledou. 

The story suggests wide and accurate research the 
author strokes her picture the times: the town 


Miller Budenz 


with its fish and vegetable markets, its small shops and 
characteristic buildings, its conglomerate citizenry 
British European ancestry, the blacks, superstitious, 
subservient, faithful, the color the ball nights, the 
foibles human nature following this that mode 
fashion thought. 


Though Imogene first appears attract Edmonds, 
his interest shifts Harriott Clayton Arcady 
tion. Here her life miserable and lonely under 
disagreeable stepmother and hard, indifferent father, 
Thanks Edmonds, Ramorez proved have been 
traitor. had previously discounted this and 
her disillusionment now the barrier which Edmonds 
must penetrate before her hand won. Her stubborn 
independence prolongs the preliminaries this event. 
Clayton’s murder makes his daughter, resentful his 
part removing the romantic Carlos from her orbit, 
suspect. The author fails sustain interest 
sub-plot or, for that matter, any the many sug- 
gested possibilities for suspense the story she 
simply kills off obstructing characters whose sinister 
movements have been whispered about but never ade- 
quately explained. That the second Mrs. Clayton had 
hastened her husband’s demise trite solution 
view Clayton’s prominence political life. 


Ledou’s reappearance Charlestown forebodes ill but, 
now, the reader anticipates the neat removal all 
Dirk’s enemies some means other and not dis 
appointed the pirate, unconscious, booted into 
alley torn apart other enemies. The book 
concludes James Moore proclaimed governor with 
allegiance the Crown, Robert Johnson having been 
forcibly removed order the Convention South 
Carolina. 


The title, The Proud Young Thing, refers early 
Charlestown, steadfast and independent all vicissi- 


tudes. Cruel and gory deeds sprinkle the story but, 


otherwise, singularly free any objectionable 


acteristics. 
Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 


Budenz, Louis 


Regnery. May 26, 1952. 242p. $3.75. 


The latest book Professor Budenz quite different 
his own experiences the Party. Rather 
analysis American policies regarding Communism, 
both domestic and foreign. convert from 
nism not necessarily better equipped for this task 
than would experienced political writer. But the 


from his earlier works. 


author has done his work well. 
His analysis sober rather than sensational. 


bear upon public officials. 


also studied. 


particularly useful chapter deals with the smearing 
Here the author details 
own experiences well those scores others who 


former Communists. 


The Cry Peace 


Step 
step, outlines our blindness toward the Communist 
conspiracy and its influence upon our policy. goes 
behind the surface political decisions into the forces 
which molded public opinion and brought pressures 
The long-range effects 
Communist infiltration into the educational field 
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MacArthur, Douglas 
Garden City Books. 


Without the editorial skill, but very much the man- 


19552 


faced ridicule all”. Undoubtedly the work 
the cabal labeled “anti has served the 
Kremlin well, whatever the intentions this group 
may have been. Only the hardy soul would now break 
publicly with Communism and aid our intelligence of- 
ficers fighting this foreign-led conspiracy. 


The author renders real service explaining de- 
tail how the Communist Party still effective and 
influential organization. This needs said. 
America overwhelmingly anti-Communist, the natural 
assumption that the Communists have been driven 
into underground impotence. All too few realize 
how they have conserved even extended their power 
through adroit use the civil-liberties issue. 


Inevitably one tempted compare such book with 
Witness. The present book lesser stature. But 
covers broader field and deals with more current 
recommended especially those who think that Com- 
munism moribund issue here home, kept alive 
demagogues for their personal political ends. 


Rev. John Cronin, 
Washington, 


Ewen, David, and Slonimsky, Nicolas 
Fun with Musical Games and Quizzes 
Prentice-Hall. May 21, 1952. 168p. $2.95. 


book this category likely best seller only 
with folk who take more-than-average interest con- 
cert music, although not too complicated esoteric 
its approach. will find handy thing 
have around for those at-home evenings when their 
smart friends come a-calling, break the dour con- 
centration canasta club afternoons. you don’t 
know Mozart’s middle name, what composer wrote 
“Nun sei gedankt mein lieber Schwan” there key 
which answers all the quiz-queries which saves running 
encyclopedias and first-aid cabinets. The publishers 
might have been more successful had they published 
this paper covers half the price. its present 
rate, does not seem worth the investment. 


Revitalizing Nation 


May 12, 1952. 96p. $2.00. 


ner Przywara’s philosophical syntheses the works 


Cardinal Newman and St. Augustine, John 
task 


Pratt has correlated from public pronouncements 
General MacArthur what Pratt calls Statement 


Beliefs, Opinions, and Policies. The beliefs and opin- 
ions revealed this compilation are disarmingly clear, 
Not say simple; the specific policies for action are not 
munist find. The result book for devots, who will 
carp the price ($1.00 soft covers for the drug- 


store trade) for slim volume pensees from speeches 
still fresh their minds coupled with notably undis- 
tinguished and barely distinguishable photographs 
American crowds the posture adulation. 

For the rest us, those who not share the special 
world view embodied MacArthur orations, the book 
can serve purpose. Because editorial chopping 
and patching, not possible discern the great 


Ewen MacArthur Williams 


101 


man’s excellence writer speeches which are 
formal works art. Deprived the venomous vigor 
the master’s voice, the finely cadenced sentences 
lack emotional charge. fact, the splicing related 
passages from number addresses, which the func- 
tion this book, results surprising monotony 
phrase and rhythm. 


According Newman, “the talent the orator con- 
sists making much single idea”. This book 
points how singularly, the year that has dwelt 
among us, MacArthur has developed the few basic 
concepts which have had their climactic exposition 
the Chicago Stockyards: schoolboy idea the sim- 
plicities historical fact and deduction; disdain for 
effete Europeans and emphatic preference for cul- 
tural primitives Asia; the traditional American idea 
the parallel between virtue and worldly prosperity; 
nostalgia for the certainties the happy America 
that apparently existed around 1912; the essential iden- 
tity economic interest and political motivation the 
home the range, the suburban ranch, and the 
rookery Harlem with the lamasery the Waldorf 
Tower. This expansive projection personal griev- 
ances almost cosmic scale has, even for sceptic, 
kind Miltonic grandeur. For example, this account 
results the publicity spree which led his 
recall. 


This drift toward totalitarian rule reflected not 
only this shift toward centralized power, but 
well the violent manner which exception 
taken the citizen’s voice when raised criticism 
those who exercise the political power. There 
seems determination suppress individual 
voice and opinion, which can only regarded 
symptomatic the beginning general trend to- 
ward mass thought mine.) 


Joseph Cotter, Ph.D., 
John Carroll Univesity, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Williams, Jay The Rogue from Padua 
Little, Brown. May 1952. 299p. $3.50. 

Arminius, sometime student Padua, and sharp- 
witted rascal finds himself caught the peasant upris- 
ing 1525 while working the “Swabian territory with 
the curative water pitch” 16th century con man. 
the free German town Heilbroun, whose council 
group wily merchants, Arminius, with entry 
the underworld well all other classes, save the 
nobility, society, decides wait out the rebellion 
before returning Italy. the home the artisan- 
leader, Thomas Kampf, meets the latter’s sister-in- 
law, Katherine but also becomes entangled between 
merchants, nobles, artisans and peasants whose inter- 
ests are clashing the upsets caused the new re- 
ligion. After series hair-raising adventures 
which crafty wiliness, skullduggery and are 
the major weapons Arminius finally decides settle 
honest printer Lutheran Germany where 
freedom possible. 


Somewhat the style Shellabarger Costain this 
book tells the story man caught the daily epi- 
sodes and against the historical background single 


102 Cody Thibaut Taine 


historical incident. course makes pretensions 
seeing the Reformation the first steps toward indi- 
vidual liberty but actually the deeper issues and signi- 
ficance the Reformation play little part the 
story which simply tale wily adventure. The 
book deserves particular recommendation nor would 
seem especially harmful adult readers. 


Cody, (pseud.) The Witching Night 
World Publishing Co. Mar. 28, 1952. 255p. $2.75. 
The 20th century and black magic, demonology, witch- 
craft, when black mass said against victim can kill 
him painfully, lingeringly, without symptom for the 
pathologist identify. Worse, the young hero-doctor 
falls love with the beautiful high priestess who sac- 
rifices kitten the high point the revel and drinks 
its blood. spite which, the author manages 
work around his story prove she innocent vic- 
tim herself. lot good paper stock and skilled 
labor were wasted this one. 


Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 

Scranton Pennsylvania 


Thibaut, Dom Raymond, ed. Suffering with Christ 
Anthology writings Dom Marmion. Newman. July 
14, 1952. 256p. $3.75. 

The late Benedictine abbot Maredsous, Dom Co- 
lumba Marmion, was the author three books, Christ 
the Life the Soul, Christ His Mysteries, and Christ, 
the Ideal the Monk, which have won him hon- 
ored place among the ascetical writers our genera- 
tion. was outstanding student theology and 
Sacred Scripture who could express the most profound 
truths the spiritual life clear and simple language. 
The primate Belgium, Cardinal Mercier, who chose 
him his spiritual director declared that his works 
“make touch 


The present work anthology Marmion’s writings 
the subject suffering. has been edited and ar- 
ranged his confrere, Dom Raymond Thibaut, who 
has made careful study his works and who has 
written his biography. Most the quotations are 
naturally from the three books that have already 
mentioned, but there are also some from the letters 
Marmion the people who had submitted their prob- 
lems him. 


Thibaut first shows Marmion’s teachings the per- 
son Christ and the work the Redemption. This 
leads him the principal purpose this book: our 
co-operation with the Son God this glorious work 
means our own personal sufferings. 
applies these fundamental principles 
crosses that may come and how possible with 
the right dispositions mind and heart face even 
death with equanimity. Finally, reminds the 
eternal rewards that await Heaven have 
supernaturalized our sufferings through our union with 
those our crucified Master. 


One the reviewer’s most distinct impression Mar- 
mion’s works the emphasis which placed upon the 


SELLERs 


doctrine the Mystical Body. Few writers have been 
able make the union between Christ and His mem- 
bers seem vivid and real. hardly surprising 
then that this same doctrine plays such prominent 
part his attitude toward suffering. explains very 
clearly how our patient acceptance God’s will the 
time suffering not only unites more intimately 
with Christ, the head the Mystical Body, but also 
opens the flood-gates the divine mercy upon its 
actual and potential members. 


book such limited scope repetitions were in- 
evitable but they way lessen its value. 
sufferings are essential part our personal 
cation, accordance with God’s plan, can recom- 
mend this book everyone without any reservations, 
for shows why and how should unite our suf- 
ferings with those Christ. But since many people 
unfortunately will never read those who are en- 
trusted with the ministry preaching will find its 
pages abundant sermon-matter that will bring light, 
peace and comfort those who might otherwise be- 
come embittered when crosses come into their lives. 


Rev. Stephen McKenna, 
Church the Immaculate 
Conception, 


New York, New York 


Taine, John The Crystal Horde 
Fantasy Press. 1952. 254p. $3.00. 

For almost forty years Dr. Bell Cal Tech 
has been writing technical and popular books 
matics. For almost thirty years, under the pseudonym 
John Taine, has been writing science fiction 
stories what today would labelled older style 
the genre where the villain the piece imper- 
sonal natural phenomenon endangering humanity. 


Blue and yellow dye mixed give green for dyeing 
Easter eggs, nauseous odor, sound breaking glass 
and mysterious horror felt every cell the body— 
these phenomena they occurred Mrs. Lane and 
her son Tommy and pair desert prospectors, 
attracted the attention Dr. Saxby, retired geologist 
and collector earthquakes. After some chemical 
search concluded that new form crystal life 
had accidentally been evolved. Since some the dye 
had spilled Captain Lane’s shirt Saxby followed 
him China where Lane was engaged rescuing 
endangered both sides Chinese Civil 
ar. 


His adventures there are complicated Russian agents, 
Moslem jehad and series other incidents 
which the soil China infected and the Chinese 
almost wiped out before the new crystalline monsters 
are destroyed. The world, however, such condi- 
tion that Saxby ponders whether not would 
better have mankind killed impersonal crystals 
rather than bomb itself into extinction. 


Other than few philosophical and psychological de- 
ficiencies the book suitable for all classes reader 
although even the aficionados will not wildly en- 
thusiastic about it. 
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Greenberg, Martin, Compiler 
Five Science Fiction Novels 
Gnome Press. 1952. 382p. $3.50. 


compress five novels into 382 pages would quite 
feat but when one checks the pagination and dis- 
covers them respectively 97, 94, 73, and 
(they not add 382 because the first story be- 
gins page 13) pages length one realizes that they 
are only short novelettes expanded short stories 
originally published pulp magazines. The first story 
“But Without Horns” Norvell Page tale 
radiation-induced mutation superman who then vio- 
lates every law set ideal government that 
men may trained happy slaves serve superman. 
Three F.B.I. agents oppose him but fail the end. 
the second story, Fritz Leiber’s “Destiny Times Three” 
two mal-created worlds probability each seek con- 
quer the third and perfect world. probability engine 
and its guardians are destroyed with the aid bene- 
ficent race beyond space. Norman Knight’s “Crisis 
Utopia” tells the breeding new race sub- 
marine humans, attempt turn them against nor- 
mal men and the solution whereby both races can live 
together unity. van Vogt’s “The Chronicler” 
story multiple worlds wherein man must de- 
stroy everything remove the spell under which they 
exist. Jack Williamson’s “The Crucible Power” 
story space conquest for source power, in- 
justice, revenge, disease and finally successful 
collaboration between Earth and Mars. 


The five stories are good examples their types and 
may enjoyed all adults though questionable 
morality must watched several cases. 


Richardson, Darrell 
Max Brand—The Man and His Work 
Fantasy Press. 1952. 198p. $3.00. 


Author more “westerns” than you could aim six- 
shooter at, Max Brand undoubtedly, through one me- 
dium another, reached more Americans 
fiction than any other writer. fact, great part 
his audience was composed those unaware the 
fact that they were all familiar with his work. But 
anyone who ever purchased pulp magazine the 
twenties thirties was almost certain encounter his 
work. And whole generation movie-goers knew 
“Dr. Kildare” by-word. 


said that Frederick Faust, under seventeen pseu- 
donyms which “Max Brand” was. the most prolific 
and best known, published over thirty million words, 
the product lifetime that began 1892 and ended 
battle the Italian front 1944. author- 
editor this book, Kentucky clergyman and publisher 
something called “The Fabulous Faust Fanzine”, ap- 
parently desultory periodical devoted works and 
about Max Brand, definitely man who rides 


hobby. this somewhat pretentious book has 


sembled series essays, somewhat the form 
joint doctoral thesis, giving the life his hero, 
analysis his part the development the “western” 
appreciation some the literary qualities his 
work, account his death war correspondent, 
and overall demonstration his amazing output 


Greenberg Fuller Queen Sinclair 103 


words. The whole topped off bibliography 
which occupies better than third 
the 


Several naive efforts are made enhance the “fabu- 
lous” characteristics the hero-writer, such depict- 
ing him soldier-of-fortune, which certainly was 
not. truth, there interest the chronological 
life Faust (Frederick) whatsoever. Alongside this 
come then the juvenile assertions about how really 
good his novels were, and about how, had been 
spared, really great work would have come from him. 
(Although, man has not struck his true vein 
thirty million this fanfare rather 
insult man who wrote extremely popular and pas- 
sable “action” stories but who did not his own work 
mistake the grade what did. 


addition, the articles which make this book are 
universally badly written the repetitious stereotypes 
that fit the overblown “letters the editor” pulp 
magazines. The enumeration the seventeen pen- 
names the hero page after page, and the constant 
counting, sub-totaling and totaling his millions 
words border finally the idiotic. 


The readers this book should severely limited 
the group enthusiasts, among whom the author 
pre-eminent, who collect bound magazine volumes 
Faust’s writings. 

Clinton Maguire, 

New York, New York 


REPRINTS 


Fuller, Timothy Keep Cool, Mr. Jones 
Dell. (No. 594) 160p. $0.25. (Originally published 
1950 Little, Brown.) 

Jupiter Jones, kind college-bred private eye, tough 
but married, attractive but not-to-be-had, has ad- 
venture that gets him locked into Jack Maney’s freezer 
room, along with Maney’s pheasants and Maney’s 
blonde. For some reason, this because legend 
about ninety thousand dollars being buried years ago. 
Fair-to-middling hot-weather reading; the chills, how- 
ever, are completely synthetic. 


Queen, Ellery Double, Double 
Pocket Books. (No. 874) 234p. $0.25. (Originally 
published Little, Brown, June, 1950.) 

attempt play the game “Rich man, poor man, 
beggarman, thief, doctor, lawyer, merchant, chief” 
murder and manhunting. There are eight deaths: two 
natural demises, five murders (various) and one execu- 
tion. bit too much massacre for one book. But 
detective fiction fans will find this the usual anodyne 
and for quarter this better sleep-inducer than 
barbiturates. 


Sinclair, Robert The Eleventh Hour 
Pocket Books. (No. 881) 155p. $0.25. (Original pub- 
lisher: Mill, Dec., 1950.) 

harried writer, hounded shrewish wife, plots 
and commits “perfect crime” which depends for its 
success split-second time-table provide the 
necessary alibi. spite the success the plot, the 
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murderer pays because the police made mistake which 
one could have foreseen. little too long-drawn- 
out. 


Gardner, Erle Bedrooms Have Windows 
Dell. (No. $0.25. (Originally published 
1949 William Morrow Co., Inc.) 

The facile Mr. Gardner adopts the alias Fair 
for the series which features durable Donald Lam and 
his gross and greedy partner, Bertha Cool. This will 
win laurels for verisimilitude virtuoso writing; 
belongs the tough-and-torrid category but least 
readable and not too vulgar. 


Gardner, Erle Stanley 
The Case the Fan-Dancer’s Horse 


Pocket Books. (No. 886) 194p. $0.25. (Originally 
published: June, 1947, William Morrow Co., Inc.) 
Possibly, Mr. Gardner contrives the titles first for his 
Perry Mason series; then shapes the plot fit. this 
one fan-dancer, saddle horse, rival fan-dancer, 
brother who gambles, and husband who gets himself 
done Japanese sword, assorted Mexicans, 
ranchers, city slickers, Paul Drake and his men, Della 
Street, Sergeant Holcomb, the inevitable D.A., and the 
invincible Perry are all stirred vigorously into con- 
coction that proves once more that P.M. the world’s 
lawyer most likely succeed sleuthing. 
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Palmer, Stuart Before It’s Too Late 
Dell. (No. 601) 224p. $0.25. (Original publisher: 
Mill, 1950.) 

The creator Hildegarde Withers, 
teacher with passion for dabbling detection, leaves 
Hildegarde New York and completely out this 
hectic story Pentagon Captain who suddenly de- 
cides phone old flame mid-west, object 
matrimony, and pleased when she not only accepts 
with alacrity but literally flies into his arms Wash- 
ington. She had been involved the death the 
Captain’s best friend, back the Army camp which 
she has been post librarian. She seems the ob- 
ject pursuit with intent remove from the scene. 
Trouble, trouble, trouble follow Vonny through three 
days Washington. This one happens almost 
credible and well plotted. 


Field, Peter Death Rides the Night 
Pocket Books. (No. 882) 150p. $0.25. 
lished Jefferson House, Nov. 1944.) 

Western with more than usually complicated plot, 
but more than usual gun-totin’, shootin’ 
gerin’. Coming late into Powder Valley, Eustis Harlow 
brought lot money and vast ambition together 
with number gun-hands from Texas. His plan 
was oust the small ranchers and make Powder Val- 
ley one big cattle kingdom; his. underestimated 
Sheriff Pat Stevens; but almost won his point with 
his unscrupulously clever masquerade. Almost. Virtue 
and valor triumph again. 
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